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Interview | Arun Pudur, president, Celframe Group

India is a rich country,
must do what it wants

AD it not been

for his sudden

fame as Asia’s

wealthiest un-
der-40 entrepreneur in
the Wealth-X list earlier
this month, few outside
the technology domain
would have, perhaps,
heard of Arun Pudur in
his homeland.

For the uninitiated
Pudur, 37, with a fortune
of $4 billion, started life
as a network-cum-centre
manager for computer
hardware and networking
institute Jetking in Ban-
galore. But that was then.

Today, his Malaysia-
based privately held Cel-
frame, makes the world's
second most popular of-
fice software after Mi-
crosoft Office. Not much
else is known of his busi-
ness, which reported rev-
enue of $3.6 billion way
back in 2010.

Of hindu and jewish
descent, Pudur may have
made a lion’s share of his
fortune by leveraging
technology, but comes
across as a big believer in
gurukul,  panchangam
and ayurveda.

In an exclusive inter-
view with Kumar Shankar
Roy of Financial Chroni-
cle, Pudur talks about his
interest in setting up a ve-
gan foodchain, reinvent-
ing the education system;
the risks he took in life
when he was a ‘technolo-
gv labourer’, and how Cel-
frame initially made him
feel that he could go
broke! Excerpts:

B Congratulations on
emerging as Asia's
wealthiest entrepreneur

under 40. Would you
have made this big if you
were in India?
In one word, certainly.
The old saying goes, an
Indian can leave India,
but India is a part of him
no matter wherever he
goes. | am who I am be-
cause of India. We all
have excelled as NRIs be-
cause of what we have
within us. Let me give
you an example. If vou
are a typical American
entrepreneur and  you
have just come out of col-
lege, you come out with
this massive debt on your
head. From the word go,
you have this loan which
basically cripples entre-
preneurship. You may
find it surprising of wor-
rying about a loan — a
$60,000 loan to as high
as $400,000 sometimes
depending on what your
education is. Whereas in
India, even though peo-
ple aspire to get educa-
tion, we basically got it
for nothing.

When I did my degree
in India, I paid my fees

for the degree from the
garage where I was work-
ing. Just about Rs 500 a
year. Even if | had want-
ed to do an MBBS or an
MBA, if I was studious or
if 1 got reservation, |
could practically get the
education for free.

I don't know which
other country in the
world provides that. Even
in Malaysia, it doesn't
happen. Other govern-
ments give loans, India
gives grants.

I would have made it
even in India. Opportu-
nities are available. 1
think it's very much en-
trenched in our DNA to
be businessmen. Even
with hundreds of years of
oppression, we still have
that core in our DNA, In-
dia has always been the
richest country in the
world and will continue
to be the richest.

Another reason that
has helped us has been
the non-aggressive way of
doing business. We have
grown in every part of the
world and in any part of
the world you will find an
Indian who is phenome-
nally successful over
there.

We did nuclear tech-
nology on our own. More
recently we did the Man-
galyaan at a fraction of a
cost. America took about
20 years to do that.

For the first time, I am
also hearing the Indian
government make the
right kind of noises glob-
ally so that people re-
member who we are.
This is very encouraging.
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