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Arun Pudur: The billionaire
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Arun Pudur
How Arun Pudur, 34, went from a garage in Bengaluru to head one of the
world’s biggest technology companies. He’s now worth over $4 billion

Early this March, Wealth Xreleased a list of businessmen who had made their
big billions before reaching the age of 40. Facebook’s Mark Zuckerberg, 30,
topped with his $35.1 billion and at number 10, was the latest entrant —
Madras-bom Arun Pudur of Celframe corp. with a personal fortune of $4 billion.
And he’s just 34.

Pudur’s journey began in Tirupati, actually. His parents, both Tirupati lyengars,
soon re-located to Tamil Nadu and then moved to Bangalore so that father Sri
Ranga didn’t have to “stayin a hotel” each time he traveled to Garden City
where he worked in the Kannada film industry as a cinematographer.

“Wonderful” Bangalore is also the city that gave Pudur much of life’s essential
lessons and his fondest memories. “Whenever | put on warm clothing. .. it's
Bangalore on my mind. | also remember Kannada — only subject | have ever
failed at”

The garage

The earliest business venture was Pudur’s two-wheeler senicing garage.
“There was this mechanic near my house and | found his garage a very
interesting prospect. He was from Tamil Nadu and since he didn’t speak any
Kannada and | could speak Tamil, we soon discussed a partnership of sorts. |
borrowed about Rs 8,000 from my mum and began work.”

Things however, didn’t start so well. “After just five months, the mechanic just
disappeared. My parents wanted me to shut the garage down because none of
us really had anyidea of how to run one but | stood by the shop. | had started
obsening the mechanic and soon, | soon found myself fixing Kinetic Hondas —
they were the rage at the time. | got so good at it that | could strip a vehicle and
putitback in an hour 15 minutes! There were no manuals or Google, so it was
all trial and error,” reveals Pudur.

Very soon, Pudur's garage started attracting customers from beyond Bangalore
city. “Even those bike rentals from Goa started sending us at least 60 Kinetic
Hondas a month and we became one of the top non-authorised Kinetic Honda
senice centres in the South.

“That garage also taught me entrepreneurship, financial management, how to

sleep @ number

V yuppi V]
Summ% Safa
UP TO

60% OFF

ONE TIME OFFER

)1866-6637557 www.yupptv.com

Most | Most | Most -
Read | Commented | Emailed

= \Woman dragged for confronting auto-driver
= A‘Suite’able life
= ‘App'ytravellers

= Rajnath Singh meets RSS boss as BJP plans
1-year slogan

Delhi government plans big push to green
energy

Hit-and-run case: Relief for Salman Khan, no
jail for now

= Feel the winds of change, PMModi tells
Chinese CEOs

No Articles Found
= The Kejriwal mantra: Can’t govern, will fight

= Delhi government plans big push to green
energy

= CAGraps DoT for not acting against telcos
= Kejriwal’s new avatar

= Mystery of the extra shoelace hole

= Hungarian writer beats Amitav Ghosh

= Patanjali to rescue of Nepal earthquake
victims

NEW RELEASES

FOR ONLY $1 & CHANGE

RENT OME TODAY

Columnists

Web?2

converted by Web2PDFConvert.com



http://www.deccanchronicle.com/
http://www.andhrabhoomi.net/
http://www.mydigitalfc.com/
/content/rss
http://www.facebook.com/pages/The-Asian-Age/115378541808203
http://twitter.com/theasianagenews
http://fusion.google.com/add?source=atgs&feedurl=www.asianage.com/rss
/user/login
/
/
/india
/metros
/international
/business
/opinion
/sports
/entertainment
/life-and-style
/newsmakers
/books
http://onlineepaper.asianage.com/
/category/category/science-health
/travel
/more/parties
/more/health-%2526-fitness
/more/dining
/more/arts
/kids-and-teens
/yoga
/
/life-and-style
/more/people
/category/author/govind-vijaykumar
/forward?path=node%2F373219
/print/373219
/arun-pudur-218
http://nlpcaptcha.in/
http://www.addthis.com/bookmark.php?v=250&amp;username=xa-4ba9fb792cf65d6f
http://twitter.com/share
http://www.google.com/buzz/post
/bengaluru/woman-dragged-confronting-auto-driver-897
/travel/suite-able-life-867
/travel/app-y-travellers-802
/india/rajnath-singh-meets-rss-boss-bjp-plans-1-year-slogan-219
/delhi/delhi-government-plans-big-push-green-energy-880
/india/hit-and-run-case-relief-salman-khan-no-jail-now-720
/india/feel-winds-change-pm-modi-tells-chinese-ceos-679
/columnists/kejriwal-mantra-can-t-govern-will-fight-599
/delhi/delhi-government-plans-big-push-green-energy-880
/business/cag-raps-dot-not-acting-against-telcos-087
/columnists/kejriwal-s-new-avatar-386
/ideas/mystery-extra-shoelace-hole-117
/newsmakers/hungarian-writer-beats-amitav-ghosh-575
/india/patanjali-rescue-nepal-earthquake-victims-520
http://www.asianage.com/columnists/kejriwal-s-new-avatar-386
http://www.asianage.com/columnists/kejriwal-s-new-avatar-386
http://www.asianage.com/columnists/britain-eu-relationship-status-it-s-complicated-385
http://www.asianage.com/columnists/britain-eu-relationship-status-it-s-complicated-385
http://www.web2pdfconvert.com?ref=PDF
http://www.web2pdfconvert.com?ref=PDF

deal with customers... everything. | didn’tignore my studies either. Every
evening | would come home, hand over my homework to mum (Pudur was in
school at the time), she would go through it and only then was | allowed to
enter the shop. All moneywent to her too.”

Afew years later, Pudur shut shop as dad wanted him to take college seriously
and a new chapter began—dogs!

The puppies

“It was my aunt from Madras who introduced me to breeding dogs. She gave
me a roftweiler, a Great Dane and a boxer to start off with. Thing about dogs is
when they're pregnant they only let the person most trusted near them. So,
during my days breeding dogs, | delivered hundreds of puppies and used my
marketing skills to sell the dogs for as much as Rs 20,000. That was big
money at the time,” adds Pudur.

Early steps into tech

“After college, | found myself under the employ of an individual running a
training centre out of Bangalore’s Jayanagar. This was the first time | was not
myown boss. When | joined the company, his turnover was around "4 lakh a
year. But | helped boost revenues to *1 crore —in nine months. He promised
me a cut for every franchise launched but he never kept his word. That's when |
learnt another lesson... insist on written agreements. Veerbal deals don’t
usually work out.”

Celframe happened much later. “We began the companyin Bangalore with an
aim to not become like those big ‘IT labour’ companies, which were just back-
end operations for big Western multi-nationals. We wanted to build a radical
product... focus on true innovation.” That product became Celframe’s game
changer because Pudur and his company had done the unthinkable —take on
Mcrosoft's Office package.

He explains his firm’s difficult birth. “Competition within the IT sector is ugly, not
many know about it. We faced intimidation, deals were cancelled the very next
dayand Mcrosoft tried everytool in its arsenal to bring us down... even
stopping PC makers from buying products.”
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Kejriwal’s new avatar

Anind Kejriwal’s transfor-
mation from an anti-
corruption advocate and
street fighter to a shrewd
hard-boiled politician is a
remarkable Indian political
phenomenon without parallel.
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